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Easter Egg Hunt for Kids Aged 10 and Younger 

Saturday, April 4 -  10:00am at FBC Columbia 

You are invited to celebrate Easter with us on  
 

Sunday, April 5th at  8:00 & 10:00am 
 

Invite your friends and neighbors!  
 

Light breakfast in the Atrium at 9:00am.   
     

Family photographs taken 9:00 - 9:50am.  
 

Childcare during worship services for babies through Pre-K. 
 

       Children’s Program during worship services for children age K - grade 3. 
 

Interpreters for the deaf  & hard of  hearing. 
 

No small groups meet on Easter Sunday. 



Dear Church Family,  
 

     For the last couple of weeks our church office staff has been hard at work decorating the church building for 

Easter.  Special flowers, ribbons, and wreaths have been placed throughout the atrium.  It looks beautiful.  And 

then today the decor changed dramatically.  A large, simple wooden cross has been placed in the center of the 

atrium.  You will see it on Sunday, and you will walk by it on your way to the Worship Center to celebrate 

Easter. I was struck by how wise, appropriate, and humbling it is to gaze at the wonder of Jesus’ cross so that I 

might glory in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  
 

     In thinking about Easter and preparing my heart to worship the Lord Jesus, I came across these simple 

words about the cross written by Max Lucado.  Listen to them well.  

 

The cross. Can you turn any direction without seeing one? Perched atop a chapel. Carved into a grave-

yard headstone. Engraved in a ring or suspended on a chain. The cross is the universal symbol of     

Christianity.  An odd choice, don’t you think? Strange that a tool of torture would come to embody a move-

ment of hope. The symbols of other faiths are more upbeat: the six-pointed star of David, the crescent 

moon of Islam, a lotus blossom for Buddhism. Yet a cross for Christianity? An instrument of execution? 
 

Would you wear a tiny electric chair around your neck? Suspend a gold-plated hangman’s noose on the 

wall? Would you print a picture of a firing squad on a business card? Yet we do so with the cross. Many 

even make the sign of the cross as they pray. Would we make the sign of, say, a guillotine? Instead of the 

triangular touch on the forehead and shoulders, how about a karate chop on the palm? Doesn’t quite have 

the same feel, does it? 
 

Why is the cross the symbol of our faith? To find the answer look no farther than the cross itself. Its design 

couldn’t be simpler. One beam horizontal—the other vertical. One reaches out—like God’s love. The other 

reaches up—as does God’s holiness. One represents the width of his love; the other reflects the height of  

his holiness. The cross is the intersection. The cross is where God forgave his children without lowering his 

standards. 
 

How could he do this? In a sentence: God put our sin on his Son and punished it there. 

“God put on him the wrong who never did anything wrong, so we could be put right with God”   

(2 Corinthians. 5:21 MSG). 

 

     I can’t get over the wonder of the cross.  It was there our Savior took the punishment for our sin and         

reconciled us back to God.  Easter is absolutely glorious.  Jesus is alive and promises eternal life to all who 

come to Him by faith.  But Easter proves that God the Father accepted His son’s sacrifice for sin on the 

cross.  Before you celebrate the glory of Jesus’ resurrection this Sunday, take yourself to the cross of 

Christ.  See the depth and wonder of God’s love for you.  See the depth and wonder of God’s love for the 

world.  
 

     Beloved, I encourage you to prepare your heart now to celebrate the risen Savior and Lord Jesus.  Do your 

very best to invite friends and family to join you on this special day.  I’m looking forward to seeing you on Easter 

Sunday.  
 

I love you all and I’m grateful to be your pastor. 

 

Pastor Jonathan  



 

Don’t Gloss Over the Resurrection 
 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall  

certainly be united with him in a   resurrection like his.      

Romans 6:5 (ESV) 
 

     One of the weaknesses that I see in modern gospel presentations is a lack 

of emphasis on the resurrection. Those who are trying to give more than a 

simplistic presentation will discuss with great clarity the holiness of God, the 

sinfulness of man, the atoning sacrifice of Christ, and our need to repent and believe. But, somehow, in the midst of 

our theologically rich discussions of faith in the person and   finished work of Christ, we gloss over the resurrection. 

We will tell people who Jesus was, why he died, how that death is a propitiation, how Christ is our substitute, and 

many other elements of the atonement, and then we follow that up with, “and he was raised from the dead,” as if 

that is an afterthought. 
 

      I understand the desire to focus on the atonement. I love a discussion of propitiation. But, I wonder how much we 

lose when we fail to remind people of the significance of the resurrection. 
 

     The resurrection proves the claims of Christ. The way that we know the gospel is true is that Jesus is alive. The 

gospel is not about proving a philosophical point. The gospel is not about overcoming scientific opposition to young-

earth creationism. The gospel is not about a discussion of popular morality. The gospel  is about this simple fact: Jesus 

is alive! If Jesus is alive, his claims are true. If Jesus is alive, his work is    finished. If Jesus is alive, there is no reason 

at all for any person not to bow down to him and call him Lord.   
 

     The resurrection proves the completion of the work of Christ. Death is the wages of sin. Christ paid that debt on 

our behalf. How do we know it was enough? How can we tell that God accepted Christ’s sacrifice on the behalf of oth-

ers? How can we know that we do not have to add to the work of Jesus to get ourselves to heaven? We know, because 

Jesus finished with death and rose from the grave. 
 

      In the verse above, we see that our entire hope for our entire eternity rests on the fact that  Jesus is alive. Our 

unity with Jesus in his sacrificial death guarantees us a unity with Jesus in his resurrection life. We have hope of life 

after death because Jesus lives after he died. We have an eternity to look forward to that is far better than anything 

this life has to offer because Jesus is alive in that eternity now. We do not, as Randy Alcorn mentioned in a post the 

other day, need a “bucket list,” because when our earthly lives end in the here and now, we will enter into a living 

eternity because Jesus is alive after his crucifixion. 
 

     Christians, let’s not forget the resurrection. Resurrection Sunday is approaching. We will soon be singing “Christ 

the Lord is risen today, hallelujah!” But let us see the significance of this truth. We have life and hope, not only be-

cause  Jesus died, but because he also returned to life. If Jesus was not raised, we have no hope.  Because Jesus is 

alive, we have infinite hope, peace, and joy. 

 

Travis Peterson 

 

Following the Dream… A Sprint to the Finish 

 

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the Name  
of the Lord our God”         Psalm 20:7 

 

   Pledged:          $1,346,848.00   

   Given to Date: $1,041,648.20 
 

Thank you for your faithful giving to our Building Fund!                                           



April 2015 Newsletter 

Heart for God Student Ministry 

Greetings and blessings from our Lord and Savior. I pray that your heart is joyful, He 

has risen! He has risen indeed. Everything He promised everything He has said is 

true and Jesus is alive to testify to the glory of God and the salvation of humanity and 

our joy in living out truth. May your days be filled with His presence! 

We have walked through Lent together a season of preparation and prayer, fasting 

and giving. Now we celebrate what Christ has done by living out His word in our lives. 

We struggle with the burden of our sinful nature, but always remembering Christ has 

paid the price, we are righteous in God’s eyes because of Christ.  We have nothing to 

boast about other than Jesus. 

As summer approaches we have graduations, mission trips, cook outs, fishing, all kinds of activities before us. Don’t 

forget to use this time to reflect, to be thankful, to pray, to read, to continue to grow in your faith and strengthen others 

as you grow. Eph 4:29 

Thank you all who gave to the drive for back packs for the homeless and for furniture for Oasis International. They are 

glad to accept your giving all year long. Hopefully you will continue that. 

Here are a couple of reminders and needs: 

Seniors, please submit to the church office, in an envelope, up to ten of your favorite pictures of yourself, from baby 

photo through your senior photo. Electronic or digital files are preferred. Write your full name on the outside of the  

envelope. If you know what college you plan to attend, write that on the envelope also. 

The deadline to turn in pictures is April 15! 

Mission Ministry Needs: We have several students who are in need of sponsoring and or assistance to go on     

mission this year. The trips range from $300 to New Mexico to $3,500 to China. Our church has been very generous 

in providing some funds to international students to assist them in the form of the Sending Assistance line item of the 

Missions Committee. We do mission lunches to add to that general fund and assist. Students are  working and doing 

other things to add to their need. It is quite varied in how they go about it. We also collect aluminum cans during the 

year to help fund missions. Parents add to the funding. All that being said, there is still a need for some families send-

ing multiple students on mission. God does provide and is providing. If you would like to help sponsor a student 

please contact me and let me know and I will make sure we take care of those in need. This year we will be sending 

23 students out on mission. 

Missions this Summer: 

 China Trip in July: Orphanage in Chenzhou, China, 3 students are going at this point and they need to raise 

$3500 each to go 

 Guatemala in June: One student going with the IBSA GOTeams, the cost is $1300 

 Haiti in the Summer: IBSA GOTeams, 3 students and the cost will be $1300 each 

 New Mexico Reservation Trip: 18 students are going May 30th to June 8th, each student will need $300 to go. 
6 adults are going also. 

 

Here is what is coming up - please mark your calendars and get your payments in for registration: 

McD`s Proverbs before school, 7am at Columbia McD's, I will buy your drink, and take Columbia students to school, 
middle school and high school are welcome 

Every third and fourth Tuesday of the month we go to the CAC, meet at church at 3pm and then swing by Columbia 
HS to pick up any students there 

April 17th to 18th Dare to Share, cost will be $55, to get registered we will need the money up front. 

May 1st 6pm to 9pm Bridge 146 at FBC Mascoutah, Food, Worship, Games 

June 23rd to June 27th Super Summer, cost is $199, however, Student Ministry will cover part of the cost for early 
registration, cost $150 

November 6th and 7th Fall Retreat at Lake Sallateeska, cost will be $35 (continued) 



Heart for God Student Ministry (continued) 
 

Please be in prayer for some men to help in student ministry. I need small group leaders for Sunday night. They 

can come and see what we are doing, as any of you can come and see. Keep praying as we fill out our needs. 

As with all that we do, never let money get in the way of your student attending. I have a budget and know 

folks willing to sponsor students. So sign up and come, just let me know your need. Also, if you come as a spon-

sor for the students, student ministry will pay your way (many come and pay their own, but we are willing to 

take care of you so you can love on students). If you are so led, feel free to sponsor a student to camp. Please 

contact me and I will let you know the need. 

Pray for us as we follow what the Lord has prepared for us. I am blessed and privileged to work with our        

students. 

Watch our FaceBook group for updates and news of the week. (http://www.facebook.com/home.php?

ref=home#!/groups/85468124568?ap=1) Join us or call me if you have a question (618 977 9719),  e-mail     

ltrembly@fbccolumbia.com 

 

Blessings, 
LT 

 

Love God, Love Others, Mark 12:28-31 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Many of you have prayed over a sweet girl at Chenzhou who waits for a  

family. She is 10 years old and we call her Gracie. We have just found out 

that Gracie is available to come to the US for hosting! What this means is 

if a family would choose to host her, it would give Gracie the opportunity 

to leave the    orphanage and prayerfully meet her forever family. She will 

come to the US early to mid June and stay until late July or early   August. 

A family would be responsible to pay the hosting fees and meet her in her 

arrival city. (Probably Chicago) You would then have the chance to get to 

know her, and share with her what life is like. You would be able to see if 

you think she would be a good fit for your family, or help her to find a 

family by  letting others meet her.  
 

The team that has traveled to China would be happy to share more infor-

mation about Gracie as they have grown to know her over the years. She 

is such a sweet, joyful girl we know she would be a blessing. While her 

special needs are a bit unclear, we do know that she gives the best hugs 

and loves to sing! You can read a bit about her on the Team Chenzhou 

blog. 

                 http://teamchenzhou.blogspot.com/2014/05/the-ones-who-are-left-behind.html 
 

The Brian Harriss Family met their children through a hosting program like Gracie will participate in, and would be happy 

to share their experience with you.  
 

There are also other children available to host if you do not feel Gracie is for you.  

If you would like more information please contact Shannon Laxton at:     shannonlaxton@gmail.com  

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#!/groups/85468124568?ap=1
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#!/groups/85468124568?ap=1
http://teamchenzhou.blogspot.com/2014/05/the-ones-who-are-left-behind.html


Optional Add-on After Chenzou:  Li Ming is an orphanage located in Hebei Province, 2 hours south of Beijing and is 

run by a loving group of nuns. In His Hands supports this orphanage and our team will visit to see the work being done.  

After visiting Li Ming we will spend a day in Beijing touring the Great Wall before departing for home.  You will have 

the option to depart  after our work in Chenzhou or continue on to work in LiMing. 

July 17 -  31 
 

(may change by a day or 

two, dependent on airfare) 
 

Estimated Trip Total 
$3200.00—$4000.00 + 

Cost due to 

In His Hands 

$1100 - $1700 

**Please see sidebar 

 

Payment Schedule 
$200 Due at Registration 

$500 Due April 1 

$400 Due May 1 

Remaining Balance Due 

June 1 

**Cost Includes: 
 In country  transportation 

 In country hotels 

       (based on sharing a  

        room) 

 Breakfast & Dinner 

 Transportation / Guide 

 Possible Sightseeing 

 

Not Included In Cost 
 Passport 

 Airfare to & from China 

 Travel Insurance 

 Visa 

 Food during travel days 

 Lunch at orphanage 

 Immunizations 

 Incidentals such as snacks, 

laundry & personal items 
 

*See website for cost       

  details 

 

Join Team Chenzhou and In His 

Hands Orphans Outreach as we  

return to the heart of Hunan   

province in China. We have been 

building beautiful  relationships 

for over 5 years with the orphans, 

staff and community   that call 

Chenzhou home. 
 

For more information visit  

http:/inhishansorphans.org/ 
 

Email questions to  

Shannon@inhishandsorphans.org 

Missions 2015 FBC Columbia 
 

This month I would like to highlight a great need in our community. There are many seniors in rehab and nursing homes 

who are lonely and need a friend. There are 39 seniors in our local area (Columbia), that have expressed a need. There is 

an organization that has just begun to address that need. Carol Turnquist is a friend of our family and the Walter family 

(Jan and Mark). Over the years in small group together she has prayed and been convicted about this ministry. She has 

moved from praying to doing. The ministry is working and connecting seniors and friends together. It is called GRACE 

Adoption. I have put some information below about the ministry, but the best thing you can do is talk to Carol. If you have 

an interest, let me know and I will be glad to help you make the connection. Or if you want to contact her personally, please 

do so. Below is a letter I just got from Carol, please read, pray and respond if you have an interest. 
 

GRACE (Grandparents Revealing Accepting Christ’s Eternal) Adoption has several senior citizen’s that 

would like to form a 1-on-1 relationship with a volunteer “friend”. Will you help fulfill their need and 

share the love of Christ? Decide to be a “friend”, and let them know they matter.  Call or text Carol at 

618-304-4758. 

We currently have requests/needs in Oak Hill Nursing Home, Columbia Rehab & Nursing Facility, and 

The Rosedale House.  We have 31 people in Columbia Rehab & Nursing waiting/requesting for a 1-on-1 

relationship with a "friend".  We have 4 at the Rosedale House waiting/requesting for someone.  We 

have 4 at Oak Hill waiting/requesting for someone.  We partner people through questionnaires        

completed by both parties.  It is suggested that you have a point person at your church that they can 

turn in their name and contact information to (i.e. phone #'s, etc.).  Would anyone like to become that 

point person? 
 

Blessings, 

Lonnie Trembly, Chair of the Missions Committee 



Mark Your Calendar… 
 

April 26—AWANA Commencement 

April 27—Girlfriends Café  

May 6—Children’s Choirs Musical 

May 30-June 8—New Mexico Mission Trip 

June 21—Father’s Day Parent Child Dedication 

June 15-18—Fine Arts Camp 

June 23-27—Super Summer 

July 6-10—Children’s Camp 

July 17-31—China Mission Trip 

July 26-30—Vacation Bible School 

 

Our FBC Columbia Quilt  

Ministry provided quilts to  

a local family whose house 

burned down last month. 
 

Our Quilt Ministry meets each 

Tuesday morning in the atrium. 

On-line signups for photo appointments have begun; you can make your own appointment 

through our website, www.fbccolumbia.com by clicking on the “Life Touch” picture which will 

link you to the appointment schedule.  Signups will be available in the Atrium April 12 & 19.  

Each family photographed receives  
a   COMPLIMENTARY Directory  

and a free 8 x 10 portrait 
 

A Church Directory 
  Preserves our history 
     Highlights our ministries & activities 
     Puts faces with names 

     

Photography dates are April 
23-25 & May 26-28.  

Pray for those on     

mission here at home 

and around the world. 

http://www.fbccolumbia.com


 

 

 

By Baptism: 
    Alaina Arndt 

    Jocelyn Campbell 

    Kayla Gjerswald 

    Elizabeth Holmes 

    McClane Mercer 

    Olivia Mercer 

    Thomas Toolen 

     

By Letter: 
    Nancy Batson 

    Carla Mercer 

    Madison Mercer 

 

Jocelyn Campbell 

Elizabeth Holmes 

McClane Mercer 

Olivia Mercer 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sue Clark in the loss of her sister. 

Christena Frank in the loss of her mother. 

Dianne Miller in the loss of her brother. 

Donna Nowak in the loss of her father. 

Orville Preslar in the loss of his brother. 

Janet Sims in the loss of her brother. 

Sandy Bradfiedl in the loss of her mother. 

 

Congratulations to  

Jenn and Nathan Bise 

on the birth of their son, 

Landry Gray Bise 

Landry was born  

March 20, 2015. 

He was 9 lbs, and  

21 inches long. 

Dear FBC Columbia, 

On behalf of everyone at Life Network of Southern Illinois, I would like to express our gratitude for your participation 

in our Baby Bottle Project. We are truly blessed by donations of baby items throughout the year; however, without the 

financial support of our loyal donors it would be impossible to provide the services that support young men and 

women who have chosen life for their child. Your financial contribution of $1,600.55 will help provide these services 

to young families in our area. 

Together, we will continue to share the message of the sanctity of life with our clients and reach out to those in need. 

We deeply appreciate your faithfulness to this ministry and look forward to working together in the future to protect 

the lives of the unborn. 
 

Debbie Geist, Executive Director 



    

 

                   
DEACONS 

Tommy Hopewell, Randy Kohlen-

berger 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

APRIL 5 

Scott Ballard, Al Bollinger, 

Dewayne Gerberding, Tommy 

Hopewell, Randy Riebeling, Tim 

Toolen 

APRIL 12 

Todd Bennett, Lee Guethle, Brian 

Harriss, Dick Laxton, Mark Laxton, 

Kyle Riebeling, Tim Verbeke 

APRIL 19 

Mark Blair, Paul Freed, Terry 

Kohnz, Marion Millikan, Doug Rose, 

Ron Snow, Brian Thompson 

APRIL 26 

Brett Campbell, Bill Case, Dave 

Finck, Rob Mardirosian, Jeff 

McClanahan, Jeremy Moore, Gary 

Queen, Rick Smith 

 

GREETERS  

8:00  Sallie Blue 

9:00 & 10:45  Ken & Marcine   

Cooper, Heather Davis, Linda 

Queen 

 

INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF 

APRIL 5 

Candi Feazel / Denise Byrd 

Mindy Guethle / Denise Byrd 

APRIL 12 

Mindy Guethle / Denise Byrd 

APRIL 19 

Candi Feazel / Denise Byrd 

APRIL 26 

Mindy Guethle / Candi Feazel 

SECURITY OBSERVERS 

APRIL 5 

 9:00 Bill Crenshaw, Doug Rose 

11:00 Jeremy Barton, Terry Geist 

APRIL 12 

 9:00  Francis Asselmeier, Ron Snow  

11:00 Adam Hemken, Seth 

McClanahan 

APRIL 19 

  9:30  Andy Baxter, Doug Rose 

11:00  Jeremy Barton, Terry Geist 

APRIL 26 

  9:30  Bill Crenshaw, Ron Snow 

11:00  Adam Hemken, Seth 

McClanahan 
 

SECURITY RESPONDERS 

APRIL 5 Russ Harrison 

APRIL 12 Rick Davis 

APRIL 19 Paul Freed 

APRIL 26 Russ Harrison 

 

USHERS 

APRIL 5 

Francis Asselmeier,  Dick Hoffman,    

Don Horn, John Love, Jeff 

McClanahan, Luke McClanahan, Seth 

McClanahan, David Ray 

APRIL 12 

Rick Davis, Dick Hoffman, Joe Iorio, 

John Love, Jeff McClanahan, Seth 

McClanahan, David Ray 

APRIL 19 

Francis Asselmeier, Russ Harrison, 

Don Horn, John Love, Luke 

McClanahan, David Ray 

APRIL 26 

Francis Asselmeier, Rick Davis, Russ 

Harrison, Dick Hoffman, Don Horn,     

Joe Iorio, Luke McClanahan, Ron 

Snow 

NURSERY WORKERS 

APRIL 5 

Babies: Kevin & Lonnie Hileman 

Toddlers: Karen Franke, Teresa 

Toolen 

1’s-2’s: Tim & Francine Verbeke  

2’s-3’s: Eva Roeschlein, Madison    

Stevens 

3’s-4’s:  Claire & Steve Dengler 

APRIL 12 

Babies: Jon & Jessie Maus 

Toddlers: Heather White, Jamee 

Wheeler 

1’s-2’s: Vicki Harris, Audrey Trembly 

2’s-3’s:  Larry & Diana Goleaner 

3’s-4’s: Jay & Kamille Sprirakis 

APRIL 19 

Babies: John & Cindy Love 

Toddlers: Adam & Jayme Hemken 

1’s-2’s: Ina & Jordan Guethle 

2’s-3’s: Corry Payton Emily Koch 

3’s-4’s: Susan Baum &  Family 

APRIL 26 

Babies: Rachel & Bailey Ebner 

Toddlers: Adam & Sarah Rose 

1’s-2’s: Caitlin Brinkmann, Toni    

Holloway 

2’s-3’s: Dennis & Michelle Haudrich 

3’s-4’s: Courtney & Theresa Barton 
 

FIRST AID RESPONDER 

APRIL 5    Rachel Ray, Erin Westfall 

APRIL 12  Amy Iorio 

APRIL 19  Marti Harriss 

APRIL 26  Candi Feazel 

 

Peanut Allergy Alert: PLEASE do not send food or allow your child to bring any food into the nursery rooms at 

church. Any contact with food processed with nuts or nut oil in any form can cause a severe reaction in children 

with life threatening  peanut  allergies. 



For the Record—March 2015 

Bible Study Average 384 

Weekly Worship Average 280 

Monthly Budget Received March $82,093.89 

YTD Budget Needed $222,479.01 

YTD Budget Received $192,261.22 

Follow the Dream: Sprint to the Finish 

Sprint to the Finish Amount Pledged (2013-2016) $1,316,318.00 

Sprint to the Finish received since May 2013 $1,041,648.20 

    

FBC COLUMBIA SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: 
SUNDAY: 
    Bible Study Groups 8:15am  (adult classes—no nursery or childcare) 
    Worship  9:30am  (childcare for birth through Pre-K) 
    Bible Study Groups      11:00am  (all ages birth through age 150!) 
    AWANA  5:00-6:30pm (September—May; ages 3 through 5th grade) 
    Youth Group  5:00-6:30pm (meets at Student Ministry Center) 
     FBC Choir   6:30pm 
 
WEDNESDAY: 
    Youth Group  6:00-7:00pm  (meets at Student Ministry Center) 
    Bible Study & Prayer 6:30pm 
    Hiz Kidz Choir  6:30pm (September—May; ages 4 through 5th grade) 
 
 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF: 

For ministry needs, please don’t hesitate to contact a member of our staff personally. 

 
Jonathan Peters, Senior Pastor  (618-978-7989) 
Lonnie Trembly, Associate Pastor, Students  (618-977-9719) 
Travis Peterson, Associate Pastor, Discipleship & Evangelism  (618-477-1731) 
Jenny Auld, Director, Preschool & Children Ministries   (636-248-4203) 
 

Karen Mercer, Secretary Diana Goleaner, Secretary Susan Baum, Bookkeeper 
Mark Walter, Custodian Terry Geist, Custodian 

   

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

626 W Bottom Avenue ▪ Columbia, Illinois 62236 
(618) 281-5605 office ▪ (618) 281-7386 fax 

email: info@fbccolumbia.com   

website: fbccolumbia.com          

 

 


